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WHAT’S INSIDE THIS MONTH:

Fall Business Meeting of MICA.

President’s Message.

MICA Future Meeting Dates.

U.S. Department of Labor Issues Updated Guid-

ance on Protecting Unvaccinated and Other At-

Risk Workers from the Coronavirus.

e U.S. Department of Labor Proposes $1.3M in Pen-
alties for Contractor with Extensive History of Vi-
olations After Two Workers Die at Boston Dig
Site.

e Construction Association Launches New Initiative
to Address Climate Change by Pushing for Con-
struction of Less Carbon-Intensive Projects.

¢ Nonresidential Construction Adds Only 2,900 Jobs
in July, Says ABC.

¢ Dodge Momentum Index Pulls Back in July.

FALL BUSINESS MEETING OF MICA

The 2021 Fall Business Meeting of MICA is scheduled for
Thursday, October 14, and Friday, October 15, 2021, in Oma-
ha, Nebraska [Please note the change in days from previous
years. We are starting a day later in the week than in past
years]. Board and Committee members should plan to arrive
on Wednesday, October 13, 2021. The site of this fall's meet-
ing is the Marriott Omaha Downtown Capitol District Hotel
in Omaha. This will be our first year at this hotel. The hotel
is located across the street from the CHI Health Convention
Center. The new Capitol District area has numerous restaurants
and bars for your entertainment pleasure.

The past several years, we have combined an educational semi-
nar with the fall business meeting. This year, the Board decid-
ed to host a half-day educational seminar on Wednesday after-
noon, October 13, 2021. If you wish to attend this free semi-
nar, you need to register for it. Registration information regard-
ing this seminar will be sent to you as a separate item.
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This year’s fall business meeting will include updates and dis-
cussions on several topics crucial to your business operations.
We will focus on providing the membership with new insights
on these current issues as we continue to focus on President
Nigl’s theme of “Here and Now” in your industry and in your
businesses.

On average, 1 in 5 U.S. adults will have some form of mental
illness in their lifetimes. Of those, approximately two-thirds
won’t receive treatment, according to the National Institute of
Mental Health (NIMH). Among full-time workers, 1 in 10 will
be affected by substance abuse, which often occurs in conjunc-
tion with a mental health disorder. Employee mental health
and substance abuse issues cost U.S. employers between $80
billion and $100 billion a year, according to NIMH. Given
these striking statistics, it’s clear that employers are making a
mistake if they ignore the psychological well-being of their
employees. We will hear from Joe Chavis, Director of Driving
and Behavior Programs, with the National Safety Council of
Nebraska, on what companies can do to help their employees to
better understand and address mental illness — which will also
improve a company’s health. Joe is a Licensed Alcohol and
Drug Counselor.

Insurance, in its many forms, is a necessary and vital cost for
all of us. This is especially true for our businesses. Workers’
comp is one of those forms of insurance that is necessary and,
at times, onerous to manage. This can be especially onerous
when contractors take projects that take their employees across
state lines. This situation alone raises a whole host of questions
and concerns such as, “If I am based in state A, but I send my
employee to state B to work on a project and he/she gets hurt —
which state’s workers’ comp laws will govern any decision on
compensability, benefit rates, types of benefits he/she may re-
ceive? If the state my employee is sent to work in is an OSHA
state plan state and I am based in a federal OSHA state and the
state plan state has different safety requirements than federal
OSHA, which state’s requirements will I have to comply with?
To help answer these and other questions relating to the differ-
ence in state laws that may impact on how you administer your
employees in states other than your home state, we will have a

(Continued on page 10)



PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Affordable Yearly Rate

Contact the MICA Office for Details

ais allied insulation supply

Primary Insulation Distributor

SSLII" WITH ASJ MAX
FIBERGLAS™ PIPE INSULATION

Contact Your Midwest Regional Sales Team:
Bryan Bergquist

MN, ND, SD, West WI « 763-567-1773
Bryan.Bergquist@owenscorning.com

Jacob Aelker
NE, OK, KS, AR, MO, West IA + 419-906-0062
Jacob.Aelker@owenscorning.com

{PA + 630-854-7360 B ]

enscorning.com \ NPHL

Learn more at www.
HE PINK PANTHER™ & © 1964-2021 MGM. e

Coming. All Rights R

Accessories
Adhesives & Mastics
Calcium Silicate
Custom Fabrication
Duct Wrap/Board
EIFS

Facings Metal Fittings & Jacket
Fiberglass Batt & Board  Mineral Wool Batt & Board
Fiberglass Pipe Insulation Pipe & Tank
Fire Stop Materials Polystyrene Board
ISO Board PVC Fittings & Jacket
Metal Building Insulation Sealants

800-242-9970
milwaukee ¢ davenport « omaha « wausau

“If it’s insulation we stock it!”
www.alliedinsulation.com

Quality Insulation Fabrics and More ...

 ALPHA

engineered composites

1968-2018

145 Lehigh Ave, Lakewood, NJ 08701
800-631-5399 732-634-5700 www.alphainc.com

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Affordable Yearly Rate

Contact the MICA Office for Details

VIMASCO CORPORATION

SERVING THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1955

1. Adhesives
7 ﬂ 2. Mastic—Fire Protective Coatings

3. Nuclear Grade Adhesives and Coatings for Power
Plants and the Military

4, Cable Coating
5. Chinking & Caulking

Highest Quality - Superior Customer Service - On Time Delivery
CALL ANGELATODAY  P.O. BOX 516, NITRO WV 25143
PHONE (800) 626-8288 * FAX (304) 755-7153
Or Contact WWW.VIMASCO.COM
www.Jeff-Co.com

B00965:3113 Highest Quality - Superior Customer Service - On Time Delivery

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
Affordable Yearly Rate

Contact the MICA Office for Details

M.W. OTTINGER SALES

Manufacturers’ Representative o e

Minneapolis, MN - Serving the Upper Midwest

Phone: 763-559-0253

Contacts: Miles Ottinger, mwottinger@gmail.com
Mitch Ottinger, mitch.ottinger@gmail.com

Website: www.mwottingersales.com

Representing:

* AMERICAN SEALANTS, INC. (ASI)
Silicone Sealants

% INSPECTION POINT SEALS
Inspection Plugs for Valves and Piping

* INSULATION COMPONENTS

iShields, Insulated iShields,, iBlocks, iTools
% METAL TEXTILES CORP.

Knitted Wire Mesh

* MID-MOUNTAIN MATERIALS
Woven Textiles, Coated Fabrics, Welding Cloth
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

TO: THE MICA MEMBERSHIP

Greetings MICA Members
Hello Members

It’s hard to believe that kids are already starting to
return to school for the fall and the last few weeks of
summer are coming to a close soon. Our three chil-
dren will be starting the new school year in 1%
grade, 4-year-old kindergarten and 3-year-old pre-
school. They can’t wait to get back into the class-
room to see their friends and meet their new teach-
ers. Throughout all the hustle and bustle of summer,
my wife, Courtney, somehow has found the time to
train for her second Ultra-Marathon; a 50-mile trail
race in Wisconsin in September!

The MICA Board and Past Presidents had a great
meeting in Duluth in early August. The group was
able to plan out the agenda for the Fall Business
Meeting in October, and interviewed potential can-
didates to replace our amazing Executive Secretary,
Tom Shimerda and his wife, Cindy, that are plan-
ning to retire next summer. We hope to have an up-
date for the membership at the Fall Business Meet-
ing, so stay tuned!

The Board is excited to be able to get the member-
ship together for the first time in nearly 2 years

when we meet in Omaha this October — the agenda is
full of talented speakers and presentations, and we
can’t wait to get everyone together for some quality
time with good friends.

As summer winds down, vacations come to an end,
and we get back into some routines around school
and work, I encourage everyone to explore how com-
fortable you are in different aspects of your everyday
work life. A Great way to practice being “Here and
Now” is to work on challenging yourself exactly
where you are every day.

Do you just walk into the office and say “hi”, or do
you ask how your co-workers are doing that day? Do
you send out quotes and wait by the phone to get a
response, or do you follow up with a question and a
conversation with the customer? Do you wait for
personnel issues to come to you, or do you check on
your employees, managers, supervisors to see how
they and the rest of the crews are doing?

How comfortable do we get with our routines? Do
the routines make us better, or just keep us where we
are at?

It’s time to make that change (small change) and step
outside of your routine once in a while. It can be as
simple as taking a different route to work, sit in a dif-
ferent place at that meeting, pick up the phone to call
that customer instead of just emailing them. Start
with small ideas like these and then you can move
into bigger changes — like above. Making small
changes/adaptations to our normal can help us be-
come better at improvising and reacting on the fly —
which can make us better leaders and employees.

I wish everyone a wonderful end of summer, and a
special “good luck” to all those parents sending their
kids back to school, or getting ready for another se-
mester of at-home learning.

Sincerely,

Rudy Nigl
MICA President
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* Labor Savings
* Small Crew Size
* Minimal to NO Welding

Minimal Specialty Tools
No Scaffolding

Pre-Fabricated Panel

High Wind Designs

Longest Lifespan

* Easy Repairs

®* Minimum Maintenance
* Freeze Protection

e Strong Weather Barrier

ALL INDUSTRIES—ALL TANKS

Heated/Cold * Large/Small | Welded * Bolted * Concrete * Plastic
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*PATENT PENDING
$ Eliminate job failure and repair to cut and keep project costs competitive
No fumes — no operational interruptions in odor-sensitive environments ,} '

< Food processing areas @ Flammable areas 3
() Perfect for low VOC installations — lower costs, fast and easy
{0 Install faster in any environment — even in cold weather//

More jobs won, more jobs done, more jobs billed. \

Get your

FREE SAMPLE
of Cel-Link II"

Just visit

www.aeroflexusa.com/cel-link2
TQDAY! Aeroflex USA Cel-Link II'™ works when and USA, INC.

where standard contact adhesives can’t. Done once. Done fast. Done I'Ight.

Contact Aeroflex today: 1-866-237-6235 (1-866-AEROCEL) | www.aeroflexusa.com

Industry leading customer
service

°

Quickest turn around time
°

White indoor/outdoor UVR
°

E-84 low smoke approved
°

No up charge for color
°
18 Colors

PIC Plastics, Inc
2232 North Garrison Ave
Carthage, MO 64836

phone 800-654-0409 « fax 417-359-90899 WWW.pic-plastics.com p I
PLAS
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JM has a robust portfolio

of metal jacking, including
aluminum and stainless-steel
fittings, sheets, rolls, and cut
& roll jacketing. Learn more
by visiting JM.com/industrial.
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Johns Manville
A Berkshire Hathaway Company

jm.com/industrial
© 2021 Johns Manville All Rights Reserved
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Bay
Insulation

Supply

Member of the Bay Family of Companies

SERVICE FROM 29 LOCATIONS

INTO THE

Malvern PA
Pasadena TX
Morrow GA
Orange CA

Edmonton AB g
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Stoney Creek ON
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Aerogel WeatherJacs®

Ideal Products

Toll Free 888-877-7685 www.idealproducts.ca

800 West Fairmont Drive, Suite 2
Tempe, AZ 85282
480-967-1881

3133 S. Dodge Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85713
520-777-0303

18825 Railroad Strest
City of Industry, CA 91748
626-626-2700

130 Mason Circle, Suite B
Concord, CA 94520
925-691-9880

3008 Orange Grove Avenue
North Highlands, CA 95660
916-978-9071

7328 Trade Street, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92121
858-530-0414

14200 East 33rd Place
Aurora, CO 80011
303-371-0505

2802 Independence Road, Suite F
lowa City, IA 52240
319-248-7602

5810 East Avenue
Countryside, IL 60525
708-352-9663

3530 Developers Road
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-782-1144

www.bayinsulationsupply.com

108 Westhampton Drive
Lexington, KY 40511
859-254-0399

6095 East River Road
Fridley, MN 55432
763-502-9977

5201 E. Front Street
Kansas City, MO 64120
816-920-5900

1170 Central Industrial Drive
St. Louis, MO 63110
314-776-2002

3555 Ponderosa Way, Unit E
Las Vegas, NV 89118
702-891-5333

2630 Glendale Milford Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45241
513-563-8200

4755 West 150th Street, Suite E
Cleveland, OH 44135
216-362-7338

2245 Westbelt Drive
Columbus, OH 43228
614-345-0804

3223 NW Guam Street
Portland, OR 97210
503-248-9662

5043 Martin Luther King Jr. Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76119
817-617-4383

2745 Market Street, Suite 100
Garland, TX 75041
972-278-4900

4411B Darien Strest
Houston, TX 77028
713-675-1811

2701 Gattis School Road, Suite 110E
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-582-0929

8559 NE Loop 410, Suite 132
San Antonio, TX 78219
210-610-9950

21840 76th Avenue South
Kent, WA 98032
425-251-6750

308 Chenoweth Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-399-6627

1017 North Bradley Road, Suite B
Spokane Valley, WA 99212
509-893-3411

2929 Walker Drive
Green Bay, WI 54311
920-406-4100

823 South 60th Stret,
Suite R1

Milwaukee, WI 53214
414-258-9333




Holding The
World’'s Insulation
In Place

Insul-Pro =B

PIN WELDER
* Newest Technology

* Lightweight - Just 11-1/2 Ibs. With
*Less Than 1 Second IPG
Recharge for Pin Welding Weld Gun

accu-500 TTH

BATTERY OPERATED PIN WELDER
+ Battery Powered

* Portable With
* Up to 1,000 Welds per Charge INP-06
+ Weld and Charge at the Same Time  \Jill Weld Gun

JS-1

CAPACITOR DISCHARGE STUDWELDING SYSTEM

* Proven ) With
* Reliable 250C
Weld Gun

* Heavy Duty

Proudly manufacturing the most comprehensive line of Insulation
Fasteners and Equipment in the industry since 1961. We have the
equipment to meet all Insulation Fastening needs.

AGM Industries, Inc., 16 Jonathan Drive, Brockton, MA 02301

Phone: (800) 225-9990 | Fax: (508) 587-3283 | sales@agmind.com | www.agmind.com
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Serving Commercial, Industrial, Marine and OEM Markets

SPI - A global leader in the distribution and specialty fabrication of insulation
products for Thermal, Acoustic, Fire Protection and Refractory applications.

From the first contact to project completion, you’ll benefit from our extensive
product offering, superior service and value.

Experience The SPI Advantage

i Lo

SPI - Specialty Products & Insulation
C/O Dunes Point Capital

411 Theodore Fremd Ave., Suite 125
Rye, NY 10580

Phone: 855-519-4044
WWwWWw.spi-co.com



FABRICATED PRODUCTS PREFORMED HEADS
e [SO2,3,4,6, HT & 25-50 e 2:1 Elliptical Head-FlatHead
¢ Extruded Polystyrene ¢ Conical Head
¢ Foamglas® * Hemispherical Head
¢ Foamular
¢ Phenolic

SPECIALTY VALVES

* Tongue & Groove for Tight Seal

|39//4 [@@ SUPPLY

3327 Roanoke Road Kansas City, MO 64111
816-756-2000 www.bradcoinc.net

(Continued from page 1)

presentation from Ms. Vicki Simpson, Sr. Manager Corporate
Insurance with Performance Contracting Group.

CO? emissions and the impact on global warming and our envi-
ronment is no longer a myth. Dave Cox, current President of
the National Insulation Association, is champlomng the im-
portance of insulation in helping reduce the CO? carbon foot-
print. We will have a presentation on this topic by Frank
Obrien Bernini, Chief Sustainability Officer Worldwide for
Owens Corning. Dave Cox, as President of NIA, will follow
Frank with an update on insulation activities at the National
level.

Gary Auman, MICA’s legal counsel, with Auman, Mahan &
Furry, will provide an extended update on any OSHA rule
changes that will be affecting our members during our Environ-
mental and Safety Committee meeting on Thursday morning.
He will then provide an abbreviated update to the general mem-
bership on pertinent OSHA regulations that will have a direct
impact on our businesses. The Safety Committee meeting is a
“do not miss” session for you and your key safety profes-
sionals.

In 2019, our associate members classified as manufacturer
member firms were invited to display their products at our fall
business meeting. The table top displays were available for
viewing by our membership during our extended welcome re-
ception. We will continue with such displays again this year
for our fabricators, distributors or independent reps. These
table top displays will be open for viewing during this year’s
Thursday evening reception. We will continue with the early
start for the Thursday reception. In order to accommodate ear-

lier dinner reservations, our reception will begin at 5:00 p.m.
and conclude at 6:30 p.m. This will still leave you with plenty
of time for dinner, networking, and socializing with your fel-
low MICA members.

The discounted room rate at the Omaha Mariott is $144.00 per
night, single or double occupancy. Included in this rate is com-
plimentary wireless internet in your guestroom. Room reser-
vations are to be made using the Marriott Central Reserva-
tion number. You should call the reservations department at
(844) 696-3779 to make your individual room reservations. To
receive the contract rate, you need to identify that you are with
the Midwest Insulation Contractors Association group.
Please reserve your room as soon as possible, but no later

than September 22, 2021.

This year’s program is a must attend for you and your key em-
ployees. We have tiered this year’s registration fee to encour-
age more participation by individual firms. The registration fee
is $260.00 for the first attendee from a member company. Reg-
istration for all additional attendees from a given company is
reduced to $250. Please complete the enclosed fall business
meeting registration form and e-mail/mail/fax it to the MICA
office by October 1, 2021.

The fall business meeting is designed to help you to become a
better, more educated business professional. We have designed
a program that not only addresses problems but also provides
you with solutions. Do not miss this opportunity to come to-
gether to share business concerns with your fellow MICA
members. Make your plans now to attend the 2021 Annual Fall
Business Meeting this October in Omaha!
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Felts &
Blankets

ISO 9001-2000
Certified

EWCO

Specialty Products, Inc.

www.LewcoSpecialtyProducts.com ¢ Lewco@LewcoSpecialtyProducts.com
Phone (225) 924-3221 « (800) 221-6414  Fax (225) 927-2918
Baton Rouge, LA « Houston, TX e Ontario, CA « Portland, OR * Columbia, SC

FUTURE MICA MEETING DATES

CANCELED — 64th Annual Spring Convention — June 21
— 24, 2021, Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort, Bonita
Springs, FL.

Fall 2021 Annual Fall Business Meeting — October 14 & 15,
2021, Omaha Marriott Downtown, Omaha, NE.

2022 Winter Meetings — January 2022, Scottsdale, AZ.

65th Annual Spring Convention — June 19 — 22, 2022, Hyatt
Regency Coconut Point Resort, Bonita Springs, FL.

Fall 2022 Annual Fall Business Meeting — October 13 & 14,
2022, Omaha Marriott Downtown, Omaha, NE.

68th Annual Spring Convention — June 16 — 19, 2025, Hyatt
Regency Coconut Point Resort, Bonita Springs, FL.

MICA MEMBER ADDRESS/INFO. UPDATES
Be sure to inform the MICA office of any changes or correc-
tions to your listing for either the MICA Directory, e-mail cor-
respondence or mailing address. Even if you update your
company listing on the MICA website, please inform the
MICA office of the changes. We try to be as current as possi-
ble with your help.

L7
NDT Seals, Inc.

Zac Sebren
Director

PO Box 52878 Houston, TX 77052-2878 USA
tel 713.222.7584 cell 281.995.7916 fax 713.222.9404
zac@ndtseals.com

Manufacturer of NDT Inspection Plugs and NDT Inspection Point Labels

NDTSeals.com

IS0 9001-2015 Certified Quality Management System

if you want fast, then you need

@WENSTWRAPD

insulation estimating software
ACCURATE | EASY TO LEARN | FAST

SEE A DEMO TODAY!




INSPECTION POINT SEALS, LLC

Manufacturer of the patented IPS Inspection
Port, the cost effective way to access piping
and vessels when performing CUI inspections.

* Maximum temperature is achieved with our
ThermoDisc Insulation properly installed.

Features and Benefits:
- Watertight Seal without Screws, O-Rings or Caulk
- Installs Easily without Special Tools
- Reduces Installation Time

MODEL 206
For cal-sil, foam glass
perlite insulation.

UT INSPECTION POINT
DO NOT REMOVE OR DEFACE UTL3

UT INSPECTION POINT
DO NOT REMOVE OR DEFACE

1-888-236-0408
39421 Highway 929, Prairieville, LA 70769

Ph. (225) 622-6183
Fax. (225) 622-6787

www.ipseals.com
“ Please see our website for complete product listings and specifications”
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HEATING, COOLING, INS 'ATION FASTENERS, Aﬁ&IRFILTRAT
WHOLESALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS
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Visit our Web Site a
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CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 3320 Brown Station Road 1802 Kat
1218 South Vandeventer Ave. Columbia, MO 65202 oplin,
St. Louis,-MOsm_;;Q'( (573) 442-1171
Phone: (314) 534-7150 (800) 322-3120 A

Toll-Free: (800) 392-8776 Fax: (573) 875- 0730
Fax: (314) 534-1816 - // 5
- 1788 US 61 S. s
Insulation Headquarters Festus, MO 63028 /:,
1218 South Vandeventer Ave. (636) 931-8600
St. Louis, MO 63110 (877) 931-86(
Phone: (314) 534-7150 I&z (636) 931-8601
Toll-Free: (800) 392-8776 v
Fax: (314) 534-6867 2652 So. Old Orchard Rd. 12
Jackson, MO 63755 O’Fall

(573) 243-4877
- (800) 367-488
- Fax: (573) 24

e,

(636) 978
(800) 284-88
Fax: (636) 978




Thermal Energy Products .

Reusable Thermal and Acoustical Insulation Covers

North Dakota Office
2702 7th Ave South
Fargo,ND 58103
Phone (701) 237-0071
Fax (701) 232-0400

California Office
2362 Railroad St.
Corona, CA 92880

Sales@tepinc.com

www.tepinc.com

TEP

Thermal Energy Products is a Fabricator specializing
in the Engineering, Design, Fabrication, and Installation
of Removable/Reusable Insulation Systems since 1986.

A Better Tomorrow Through
® Conservation Today

VALUE ENGINEERED PRODUCTS

m Advanced Textiles for A
Energy Conservation & Safety
Integrated Marketing Group / s / E P\

INSULATED PIPE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS

High temperature solutions for refinery, power,
nuclear, military, marine, OEM, heat protection, N Ew s E I s M I c s H I E L D®
aerospace and automotive applications.

&

High Temperature Textiles ~ Accessories
Woven Fiberglass Fabrics Knitted Wire Mesh

Silicone Woven Fiberglass Tapes
PTFE Tie Wire

Vermiculite & Acrylic Coatings ~ Custom Fabricated
Laminates Welding Blankets
Siica Welding Gloves
Needle Punched Mats Welding Curtains

* Most sizes ship in 2 - 3 days

* Rounded safety corners

* Seismic grip tabs that are centered for easy alignment
* Friction fit to the strut or fasten to the clevis hanger

Inte\%lrated Marketing Group
528 W. Briardale Ave.
Orange, CA 92865

714.771.2401 Value Engineered Products | Denver, Colorado

www.integratedmarketing-group.com 303-715-9990 | sales@valueng.com | www.valueng.com
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DISTRIBUTION
OF OHIO INC.
Minnesota | Montana | North Dakota | South Dakota
FABRICATING EXCELLENCE ABATEMENT METAL BUILDING
¢ Designed for use in the industrial BLANKETS OEM
and commercial insulation industry FABRICATION PROTECTIVE COATINGS
* Easy to specify, order and install FIRESTOP PVC JACKETING & FITTINGS
« Available for all t £ i HVAC SPRAY FOAM
alans terall Spes oF PIFng INSULATION SAFETY PRODUCTS

systems
Visit our product offerings at www.apidistribution.com

* Meet or exceed industry standards

From the typical support system to the most U .
complex applications, our products fit and perform B MPROVING LONGEVITY TOGETHER

SETTING THE STANDARD THROUGH CUSTOMIZATION

When it comes to engineering a quality product, one size
does not fit all. Extol Insulated Supports are designed based
on information that is unique to your application, and are
fabricated to your specifications.

SHAPING THE INDUSTRIAL INSULATION
MARKET FOR OVER 35 YEARS

208 Republic Street, Norwalk, OH 44857 f in

ExtolOhio.com ¢ info@extolohio.com
800-486-9865 o 419-668-2072 e Fax: 419-663-1992
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BSIS
W’ BUILDING SERVICE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, INC.

Since 1953

Now featuring full gasketing capabilities with
our new Flow Water Jet CNC machine.
Insulation cut to exact specifications for OEM,

mechanical, and many other applications.

We ship anywhere!
Call for a quote today, 414-453-5551!

| INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL INSULATION PRODUCTS |  “agrmacell

MILWAUKEE, WI MADISON, WI  KAUKAUNA, WI WAUSAU, WI

(414)-453-5551  (608) 226-9424  (920) 766-3330  (715) 359-2058
Engineered Thermoplastics

BSIS is a subsidiary of Acoustech Supply, Inc.
1710 South 106th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53214 | acoustechsupply.com
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Fiberglass, Silica, and erﬁmic Fiber Pl’ﬂﬂ‘lcts

Proud Memberof  Nember

INTERNATIONAL

www.LewcoSpedialtyProducts.com ® Lewco@LewcoSpecialtyProducts.com
Phone 225.924.3221  (300) 221-6414 » Fax (225) 927.2918
Baton Rouge, LA * Houston, TX ® Ontario, CA ® Portland, OR ® Columbia, SC

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ISSUES
UPDATED GUIDANCE ON PROTECTING
UNVACCINATED AND OTHER AT-RISK
WORKERS FROM THE CORONAVIRUS

WASHINGTON, DC — The U.S. Department of Labor's Occu-
pational Safety and Health Administration today issued updated
guidance to help employers protect workers from the corona-
virus. The updated guidance reflects developments in science
and data, including the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion's updated COVID-19 guidance issued July 27.

The updated guidance expands information on appropriate
measures for protecting workers in higher-risk workplaces with
mixed-vaccination status workers, particularly for industries
such as manufacturing; meat, seafood and poultry processing;
high volume retail and grocery; and agricultural processing,
where there is often prolonged close contact with other workers
and/or non-workers.

OSHA's latest guidance:

e Recommends that fully vaccinated workers in areas of sub-
stantial or high community transmission wear masks in
order to protect unvaccinated workers;

e Recommends that fully vaccinated workers who have close
contacts with people with coronavirus wear masks for up to
14 days unless they have a negative coronavirus test at
least 3-5 days after such contact;
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e (larifies recommendations to protect unvaccinated workers
and other at-risk workers in manufacturing, meat and poul-
try processing, seafood processing and agricultural pro-
cessing; and

e Links to the latest guidance on K-12 schools and CDC
statements on public transit.

OSHA continues to emphasize that vaccination is the optimal
step to protect workers and encourages employers to engage
with workers and their representatives to implement multi-
layered approaches to protect unvaccinated or otherwise at-risk
workers from the coronavirus.

As part of the agency's ongoing commitment to review the
COVID-19 Healthcare Emergency Temporary Standard every
30-days, OSHA also said that the safeguards set forth by the
standard remain more important than ever. After reviewing the
latest guidance, science and data, and consulting with the CDC
and partners, OSHA has determined the requirements of the
healthcare ETS remain necessary to address the grave danger of
the coronavirus in healthcare. OSHA will continue to monitor
and assess the need for changes in the healthcare ETS each
month.

Our priority is the safety and health of workers, and we will
continue to enforce the law to ensure workers are protected from
the virus while they are on the job, including through OSHA's
National Emphasis Program on COVID.


https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/safework
https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/safework
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR PROPOSES
$1.3M IN PENALTIES FOR CONTRACTOR
WITH EXTENSIVE HISTORY OF
VIOLATIONS AFTER TWO WORKERS DIE
AT BOSTON DIG SITE

Serial violator Atlantic Coast Utilities LLC/Advanced
Utilities Inc. cited for 28 violations

BOSTON — On Feb. 24, 2021, at a sewer repair worksite
on High Street in downtown Boston, Jordy Alexander
Castaneda Romero, 27, and Juan Carlos Figueroa
Gutierrez, 33, died after a dump truck struck and pushed
them into a nine-foot deep trench. For their employer,
Atlantic Coast Utilities LLC/Advanced Utilities Inc., its
predecessor company Shannon Construction Corp., their
owner Laurence Moloney and successor company, Ster-
ling Excavation LLC the incident is the latest in a long
history of ignoring the safety and health of its employees.

After an investigation by the U.S. Department of Labor's
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the
agency cited the Wayland, Massachusetts, trenching, ex-
cavation and underground construction contractor for 28
willful, repeat, serious and other-than-serious violations.

Given the severity and nature of the recent hazards, and
Atlantic Coast Utilities LLC/Advanced Utilities Inc. and
its predecessor company's history of violations, OSHA
used its egregious citation policy, which allows the agen-
Cy to propose a separate penalty for each instance of a
violation. OSHA has proposed a total of $1,350,884 in
penalties.

Chief among the violations was the company's refusal to
train Romero, Gutierrez and other workers to recognize
and avoid work-related hazards. OSHA also found At-
lantic Coast Utilities LLC/Advanced Ultilities Inc. failed
to conduct worksite inspections to identify and correct
hazards, including the risks of being struck by construc-
tion vehicles and other traffic, crushed or engulfed in an
unguarded trench, and being overcome by oxygen-
deficient or toxic atmospheres in the trench and an adja-
cent manhole.

"Two hardworking people lost their lives because Atlan-
tic Coast Utilities put its own profits over workers' safety
and health," said U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh.
"The failure of employers to follow federal safety and
health regulations designed to keep workers out of harm's
way is absolutely unacceptable. This is yet another re-
minder of why the department's mission to protect work-
ers' rights and ensure safe working conditions is so im-
portant."

Prior to the February incident, OSHA inspected Atlantic
Coast Utilities LLC/Advanced Ultilities Inc. and Shannon
Construction Corp. six times and cited them for a total of
14 violations, including willful, repeat and serious viola-
tions, with fines of $81,242, of which $73,542 was unpaid
and has been referred to debt collection. Moloney and his
companies ignored the OSHA citations and repeated de-
mands for abatement of the hazards.

"While two families still mourn the loss of their loved
ones, this employer has ignored safety violations, failed to
pay fines and shown a total disregard for the safety of its
employees. OSHA will use every enforcement and legal
tool available to hold scofflaw companies such as this and
their owners accountable," said Acting Assistant Secretary
of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health James Fred-
erick.

"When you fail to train your employees properly, you de-
ny them the most valuable tool they can have, knowledge.
Knowledge to do their work correctly and safely,
knowledge to understand the hazards that accompany their
job and knowledge of how to identify and eliminate those
hazards before they injure, sicken or kill workers," said
OSHA Acting Regional Administrator Jeffrey Erskine in
Boston.

In a separate enforcement activity, OSHA opened an in-
spection of successor company Sterling Excavation LLC
on Aug. 13, in response to a complaint of excavation haz-
ards at a worksite at 18 Crestway Road in East Boston.
That inspection is ongoing.

In addition to OSHA's inspections, the department's Wage
and Hour Division is currently investigating Atlantic
Coast Utilities LLC for possible violations of federal wage
law. Workers or anyone else with information that may
be pertinent to the division's investigation may contact its
Boston District Office at 617-624-6700.

The employer has 15 business days from receipt of its ci-
tations and penalties to comply, request an informal con-
ference with OSHA's area director, or contest the findings
before the independent Occupational Safety and Health
Review Commission.


https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-02-00-080
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CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION LAUNCHES
NEW INITIATIVE TO ADDRESS CLIMATE
CHANGE BY PUSHING FOR CONSTRUCTION
OF LESS CARBON-INTENSIVE PROJECTS

Construction officials outlined a series of steps public officials
and the construction industry should take to address the impacts
of the built environment on climate change. The new initiative
from the Associated General Contractors of America is de-
signed to lessen the carbon footprint of the built environment
while also making the process of building projects even more
efficient.

“The construction industry is the delivery vehicle for building a
greener, more climate friendly future,” said Stephen E.
Sandherr, the association’s chief executive officer. “Finding a
way to ensure that what our members build is more efficient
will have a significant impact on climate change.”

Sandherr noted that construction activity accounts for less than
two percent of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States.
Meanwhile, the built environment accounts for approximately
one-third of greenhouse gas emissions. As a result, while the
new initiative includes steps construction firms can take to op-
erate more efficiently, the bulk of the effort is focused on push-
ing for public and private project owners to build more efficient
projects and discovering how we can also support them in that
process.

Among the measures outlined in the new initiative include call-
ing for a national strategy to invest in physical infrastructure
that will make communities more resilient. The association is
also calling for an increase in investments and funding opportu-
nities for public and private infrastructure to build more effi-
cient highways, water plants and other facilities.

Public officials should also invest in modernizing federal build-
ings to make them more efficient. The association is also call-
ing for expanding tax incentives and deductions to encourage
the private sector to build more efficient buildings. And the
group is calling for expedited permitting for projects that im-
prove efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Association officials also identified steps contractors can take
to operate more efficiently. This includes encouraging equip-
ment manufacturers to improve the fuel efficiency of their
equipment, helping firms learn how to reduce equipment idling
and sharing information about industry innovations like solar
powered job site trailers and energy efficient job site lighting.

The new initiative was crafted by a special climate change task
force for the association created earlier this year. Representa-
tives from 18 different member firms participated in the task
force meetings and helped craft the recommendations outlined
in the initiative. “You can’t wish for a greener future, you have
to build it,” said Les Snyder, the president of Shikun & Binui
America in Pittsburgh and the chair of the association’s climate
change task force.
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NONRESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION ADDS
ONLY 2,900 JOBS IN JULY, SAYS ABC

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 — The nation’s construction industry
added 11,000 jobs on net in July, according to an Associated
Builders and Contractors analysis of data released today by the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Overall, the industry has re-
covered 886,000 (79.6%) of the jobs lost during earlier stages
of the pandemic.

Nonresidential construction employment expanded by 2,900
positions on net, though more than 100% of the gains were
among nonresidential specialty trade contractors, which added
7,500 jobs. The nonresidential building (-2,500) and heavy and
civil engineering (-2,100) segments both lost jobs in July.

The construction unemployment rate fell to 6.1% in July. Un-
employment across all industries declined from 5.9% in June to
5.4% last month.

“While it is easy to identify numerous challenges in the current
economic environment, including inflation, input shortages and
the delta variant, there is one driving factor that countervails
them all and then some,” said ABC Chief Economist Anirban
Basu. “That factor is liquidity. With so much money working
its way through financial systems, including liquidity injected
on a monthly basis by the Federal Reserve, America is in rapid
recovery mode with interest rates remaining at absurdly low
levels.

“Some of the capital that investors seek to deploy is invested in
real estate, which translates into additional construction work,”
said Basu. “While construction of new structures remains sup-
pressed in a number of segments like lodging and office due to
the dislocating effects of the COVID-induced downturn, there
is considerable work underway in terms of modernizing exist-
ing structures. That helps explain why nonresidential specialty
trade contractors added thousands of jobs last month while gen-
eral contractors did not.”

“Evidence of ongoing rapid recovery is consistent with the up-
beat assessments contractors have put forth in ABC’s Construc-
tion Confidence Index regarding revenue, staffing and profit
margin prospects over the balance of 2021,” said Basu.
“Indeed, there is evidence that the lack of growth in nonresiden-
tial construction spending observed in recent months is due to
supply constraints as opposed to a lack of demand for construc-
tion services. Some contractors are noticing that there are few-
er bidders on emerging projects, suggesting that many contrac-
tors can no longer pursue additional work.”

Construction Employment Statistics: July 2021

| July June July l 1-Month 12-Month | 12-Month

2021 | 2021 | 2020  |NetChange | Net Change | % Change
Employment
| construction 7.421,000 | 7410000 | 7,197,000 | 11,000 | 224000 | 34%
| Nonresidential 4381300 | 4378400 | 4,329,000 2900 | 52300 1.2%
Nonresidential Buiding 813400 | 815900 | 785700 | -2,500 27,700 3.5%
Honastenin oadeyy 2524800 | 2517.300 | 2514300 | 7.500 | 10500 | 04%
Heavy & Civil Engineering | 1,043,100 | 1,045.200 | 1,029,000 | -2,100 14,100 1.4%
Residential 3,039,700 | 3,031,400 | 2,868,000 | 8,300 171,700 | 6.0%
| Residential Buiiding 882500 | 874200 | 814,200 8300 | 68300 B.4%
.gm:;tj:LSMI!yTrade 2157200 | 2,157.200 | 2,053,800 o | 103400 5.0%
Average Hourly Earnings
| At Private Industries | ss054 | sa0a4s | seea7 041 | 147 4.0%
[ i | s3203 $32.86 $31.74 $0.07 $1.19 3.7%
Average Weekly Hours
All Private Industries [ 348 348 346 00 02 0.6%
e i [ ase | ass | 389 } 03 | 00 } 0.0%

Source: Bursau of Labor Swatstcs
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SureShotll changes your concept
of pin welding...times TWO. Be it
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DODGE MOMENTUM INDEX PULLS BACK
IN JULY

Commercial planning pushes Index to seventh consecutive
monthly gain

HAMILTON, New Jersey — August 6, 2021 — The
Dodge Momentum Index fell to 155.8 (2000=100) in July,
a 6% decline from the revised June reading of 164.9. The
Momentum Index, issued by Dodge Data & Analytics, is
a monthly measure of the first (or initial) report for non-
residential building projects in planning, which have been
shown to lead construction spending for nonresidential
buildings by a full year.

Both components of the Momentum Index fell in July.
Commercial planning fell 3%, while institutional planning
dropped 9%.

The Momentum Index posted strong gains through much
of the winter and spring as the economy and building mar-
kets began to stabilize following the recession. While the
economy has continued its forward progress through the
summer, the Index has regressed somewhat as higher ma-
terial prices and shortages of skilled labor continue to ex-
ert a strong influence over the construction sector. De-
spite the declines in June and July, the Momentum Index
remains near levels last seen in 2018. Compared to a year
earlier, the Momentum Index was 25% higher than in July

2020 — institutional planning was up 27% and commer-
cial planning was 25% higher than last year.

A total of 11 projects with a value of $100 million or
more entered planning during July. The leading commer-
cial projects were a $240 million Microsoft Data Center
in San Antonio, TX and a $200 million Amazon, Inc. ful-
fillment center (Project Basie) in Woodburn, OR. The
leading institutional projects were the $225 million Bap-
tist Health Hardin Medical Pavilion in Elizabethtown, K'Y
and the $200 million AdventHealth Narcoossee campus in
Orlando, FL.

The pressures caused by higher material prices and labor
are unlikely to ease anytime soon and, when added to the
rising number of COVID-19 cases caused by the Delta
variant, raises concerns that the nascent recovery in con-
struction may stall in the months ahead.

DODGE MOMENTUM INDEX

(2000=100, Seasonally Adjusted)

Dodge Momentum Index 155.8 164.9 -5.5%
Commercial Building 182.4 189.0 -3.5%
Institutional Building 122.8 135.0 -8.0%

e: Dodge Doto & Analytics
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